
#3786—World Almanac for Kids Brain Teasers 2 © Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

TTaabbllee  ooff  CCoonntteennttss

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Geography
Introductory Pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Oceans and Continents—Explorers—Reading a Map—Latitude and Longitude—Volcanoes—
Earthquakes

Brain Teaser Pages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Scrambled Mountains—Biggest and Smallest—Celebrity Plates—The Name Game—Scrambled
Names—Who Went Where?—Where Would You Be?—Using a Map Key—Fun with Latitude—
Which Hemisphere?—Puzzling Geography—Volcano Crossword—Scrambled Volcanoes—
Matching Volcanoes—Who Done It?—What Is the Magnitude?—Seismic Search—Shake it Up! 

World History
Introductory Pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Gods and Goddesses—Flags of the Nations—Ancient Middle East & Africa—Ancient Europe
& Asia—The Americas—100 Years Ago

Brain Teaser Pages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Flag Trivia—Picture Puzzle—Match the Gods and Goddesses—Puzzle Gods—Family Tree—
Middle East or Africa?—Ancient Trivia—Who Am I?—Historical Headlines—Scrambled
African History—Who Are These People?—America or Europe?—Ancient Crossword—
Puzzling Anniversaries—Anniversary Web Sites

Inventions
Introductory Pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Transportation Inventions—Healthy Inventions—Inventions Help Us Communicate—
Entertaining Inventions—Inventions of Convenience—Inventions Help Us Expand 

Brain Teaser Pages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
Matching Inventions—Identify the Invention—What Would You Use?—Going Places—Inventor
Analogies—Inventive Plates—Which Came First?—Double Letters—What Would 
You Use?—Invention Web Sites—Who Done It?—Picture This!—Name Game—Which One
Would You Use?—Invention Word Search—Matching Inventions

Transportation
Introductory Pages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
How Long Did It Take?—Trains—Automobiles—Air Travel—Travel by Sea—A Short History
of Transportation

Brain Teaser Pages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Go With the Flow—What’s the Question?—Scrambled Trains—Auto Time Line—Automobile
Clues—Automobile Plates—Air Accomplishments—Aircraft Trivia—What’s the Question?—
Transportation Crossword—Puzzling Transportation—Double Letters—Scrambled Names—The
Name Game

Answer Key . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93



© Teacher Created Materials, Inc. 7 #3786—World Almanac for Kids Brain Teasers

Latitude and Longitude

Did you ever travel on a spaceship? In a way, you’re traveling around the Sun right now on a
spaceship called Planet Earth. 

THINKING GLOBAL
A globe is a small model of Earth. Like
Earth, it is shaped like a ball or sphere.
Earth isn’t exactly a sphere because
it gets flat at the top and bottom and
bulges a little in the middle. This
shape is called an oblate
spheroid.
Because Earth is round, most flat
maps that are centered on the
equator do not show the shapes
of the land masses exactly right.
The shapes at the top and bottom
usually look too big. For example,
the island of Greenland, which is next
to North America, may look bigger than
Australia, though it is really much smaller. 
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Draw an imaginary line around the middle
of Earth. This is the equator. It splits Earth
into two halves called hemispheres. The
part north of the equator, including North
America, is the northern hemisphere. The
part south of the equator is the southern
hemisphere. 
You can also divide Earth into east and
west. North and South America are in the
western hemisphere. Africa, Asia, and
most of Europe are in the eastern
hemisphere. 

Which Hemispheres 
Do You Live In?

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE 
Imaginary lines that run east and west around
Earth, parallel to the equator, are called parallels.
They tell you the latitude of a place, or how far it is
from the equator. The equator is at 0 degrees
latitude. As you go farther north or south, the
latitude increases. The North Pole is at 90 degrees
north latitude. The South Pole is at 90 degrees south
latitude.
Imaginary lines that run north and south around the
globe, from one pole to the other, are called
meridians. They tell you the degree of longitude, or
how far east or west a place is from an imaginary
line called the Greenwich meridian or prime
meridian (0 degrees). That line runs through the city
of Greenwich in England.

Equator
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Fill in the blanks and fit the answers into the puzzle spaces below.

1. The ____________________ is at 90° north latitude.

2. Imaginary lines that run parallel to the equator are called _________________________.

3. The imaginary line around the middle of the earth is called the ____________________.

4. North America is in the ____________________ hemisphere.

5. The equator splits the earth into two halves called ______________________________.

6. The ____________________ is at 90° south latitude.

7. Imaginary lines that run north and south, from one pole to the other, are 
called ___________________________.

8. The Greenwich meridian runs through the city of Greenwich in ____________________.

Puzzling Geography
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