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Fluency
As students learn to incorporate the trait of Fluency in their writing, they 
continue their exploration of language begun during the study of the 
Word Choice trait.  As writers develop fluency, they play with different 
word patterns and use words to match the mood of their writing.  Fluent 
writing contains sentences that vary in length and structure.  Students 
should learn to express themselves in clear sentences that make sense.  
This will happen as they incorporate natural rhythm and flow in their 
writing, making sure that ideas begin purposefully and connect to one 
another.  A writer may engage in a process of thinking that begins by 
asking the question “what if?”  One question leads to another and the 
writer begins to develop smooth transitions and pacing.  Each component 
of the Fluency trait contributes to a final characteristic:  Effective writing 
will pass a “read-aloud” test.

As students learn about the Fluency trait, they will practice writing in a 
variety of formats.  They will gather words to create word patterns and to 
match specific moods.  One lesson will introduce poetry as a further way 
to explore language.  Students will also evaluate one another, reviewing 
traits studied thus far as they participate in read aloud activities.
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	 •	play with language and words

	 •	use different word patterns

	 •	use appropiate words to match the 
mood of the piece

	 •	vary sentence length and structure

	 •	write clear sentences that make sense

	 •	write with natural rhythm and flow

	 •	use the process of thinking, “What if?” 

	 •	make sure ideas begin purposefully and 
connect to one another

	 •	try the “read-aloud” test

Fluency




