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Learning Notes
Customary measurement is one type of measurement standard that is common throughout the world.
For example, a foot is a common standard that is used in the United States.  People around the country
know that a foot is 12 inches in length.

In this unit, children will use a ruler to measure objects to the nearest inch and will compare the length
of an object to one foot (12 inches).  The children will also complete a table that shows the relationship
between inches, feet, and yards.  The children will use this information to answer questions.  In
addition, rulers will be used to figure out the number of miles from one town to another.

Materials
• rulers • yardsticks (or string cut into 3-foot lengths)

• paper • scratch paper

Teaching the Lesson
Go over the markings on the ruler with the children.

1 ruler = 12 inches
Model for the children how to use the ruler to measure and draw a line to a specified length on the
paper.  Monitor the children to make sure they are measuring from the beginning of the ruler—not from
the middle of the ruler.

Go over the markings on a yardstick with the children.  Point out that the yardstick is the length of 3
rulers.  In other words, it is 3 feet long.  Tell the children that it is divided into 36 inches.  Give each
child a yardstick or a piece of string 36 inches in length.  Have the children practice measuring to
different points in the room.  For example, have the children measure from your chair to the classroom
door.

1 yard = 3 feet = 36 inches

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36

1 foot 1 foot 1 foot

4"
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Inches

Feet

Yards

6 in.

0 ft.

0 yd.

12 in.

1 ft.

0 yd.

18 in.

10 ft.

0yd.

24 in.

2 ft.

0 yd.

30 in.

20 ft.

0 yd.

36 in.

3 ft.

1 yd.

42 in.

30 ft.

10 yd.

Directions: Each item was measured in either feet, yards, or inches.  Use the chart above to
help you complete the table of information for each item below.

Item Inches Feet Yards

1. suitcase

2. dollar bill

3. trash can

4. dog

5. toy car

6. baby

7. ball

8. bird 
house

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.

_____________ in. _____________ ft. _____________ yd.1 1/2

3

24

18
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1
2

1
2

1
2

2
3

1
2

1
3

1
6

5
6

1
6
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1
2

2
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