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You Had Better Have a Good Explanation!

Another kind of paragraph is the expository paragraph. Expository writing gives facts, explains ideas,
or gives directions. Below are some topics for expository paragraphs. Choose four, and on four
separate pieces of paper, write one paragraph for each topic that you choose.
» Explain how a camera works.
 Tell how to twirl a baton. .
» Explain how to groom a horse.
» Explain how to make a watercolor painting.
 Tell how to sew on a button.

» Give the facts about your favorite sports team.

» Tell how to drive a car.

» Explain why you like your favorite candy.

 Tell how to ride a bike.

» Explain the game of football.

 Give the facts about your favorite movie or TV star.
 Tell how to study for a test.

 Tell how you make dinner.

» Explain how to play your favorite musical instrument.
* Give the facts about your favorite animal.
» Explain how to swim.

Challenge: Create a presentation to give orally to your class. In your presentation, tell the class how to
make something or how to do something, or tell your classmates the facts about a topic that interests
you. Usevisua aids and props to make your presentation more interesting.

For Younger Students: Have each student write one paragraph on the topic of his or her choice. They
may choose topics of their own, with your approval, or use the ones from the list.
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Getting Your Act Together
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Essay Writing o

And so you see, you aready know how to write an essay. An essay isjust a group of paragraphs that
are al about asingle subject. Hereisabrief essay to demonstrate. Usually essays are longer than this,
with more sentences including specific details in each paragraph.

Introductory paragraph

First body paragraph

Second body paragraph

Third body paragraph

Concluding paragraph

Artists have o|woys made contributions to socie+>/. [ would like
to do the same. When | grow up, [ would like to be an artist. 1
love art, [ enJoy creoﬁng art, and [ would rather work as an

artist than onyﬂwing else.

[ love |oo|<ing at art. [ love to 9o to art goHeries and see all the
art there is. [ love to have art around me. [ even love the smell
of the poin’rs and varnishes. [ could be hoppyJUSJr being around
art all o|c1>/ |ong.

| enJoy creo’ring art. I like to think about what [ see and make
sketches. [ like to experimen+ with Poin’rs and Jrr>/ different colors.
[ would be hoppy to spenol all doy creo’ring art, if [ could.

[ would rather work as an artist than ony’rhing else. [ can™t
even imogine o|oin9 any other kind oFJob. [ would be Jrhinl<in9
about doing art the whole time [ was doing some o’rherJ'OB. It’s

not the eosiestob there is, but it’s the on|>/J'Ob [ want to do.

And so, it is clear that more than any ofherJob, [ would
rather be an artist. [ would love everyﬂwing about it, enJ'oy the
creoﬁvi’ry, and even enJ'oy the hard work of |oein9 an artist. [ will

be an artist when [ grow up.
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