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________________________________________________________________________James K. Polk

Manifest Destiny
With the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe, July 1848, the Mexican War ended.  The terms of the
treaty follow: 

1. The border between the United States and Mexico was fixed at the Rio Grande River. 

2. The United States paid Mexico fifteen million dollars and acquired 500,000 square miles of
southwest territory. 

3. Mexicans in the acquired territory were allowed to remain or return to Mexico at any time with no
loss of property.

4. The United States government agreed to pay claims against Mexico lodged by American citizens.

A Look at the Map
During the two-year Mexican-American War, the United States acquired new lands.  The map below
shows the United States after the Compromise of 1850.  Research to find out about this compromise.
Then compare this map to a current United States map.  What states have been formed since the
compromise of 1850?
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Extensions:
• How did life change after the acquisition of the new territory?

• What characteristics made James Polk a great president?

• Would you have wanted to participate in the Gold Rush?  Explain.

• If you had been a Mexican living north of the Rio Grande, would you have stayed in American
territory or returned to Mexico?  What would have been the pros and cons of either decision?
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______________________________________________________________________Ulysses S. Grant

Lee Surrenders at Appomattox
After the Union troops under General Grant captured Richmond, General Lee faced the fact that he
would have to surrender.  It marked the end of the Confederacy.  It was the final victory of the Civil
War. 

The Generals met at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865, in the parlor of a farmhouse
owned by Wilmer McLean.  Lee was neatly dressed in the full uniform of his rank.  Grant wore only a
blue flannel jacket and plain boots without spurs.  The only evidence of his rank were the stars sewn on
his shoulders. 

The two men agreed on terms as follows:

• Confederate men and officers would surrender.

• All Confederate arms, ammunition, and supplies would be captured property.

In an act of kindness, Grant offered:

• Confederate officers could keep their personal sidearms and horses.

• Confederate soldiers could keep their horses for farm work.

• Food was sent to feed the Confederate army.

Grant did not allow his soldiers to celebrate the victory, saying “The war is over, the rebels are our
countrymen again.”  He chose not to shame the Southerners in defeat.
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Choose one of the following assignments:

1. Write a conversation between General Robert E. Lee and General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox
on the day of surrender.

2. Design a formal treaty showing the date, names of the parties, and terms of surrender.

3. Write a character study of Ulysses S. Grant.  What character traits made him a great leader?




