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“The Crab that Played with the Sea”

About the Crab

The crab is one of the most curious looking creatures to be found on the seashore. Thisanimal is
covered by a hard shell and hasten jointed legs. Its eyesrest on raised stalks which add to its odd
appearance.

There are about 4,500 different kinds of crabs, many of which are edible. The blue crab, the Alaskan
king crab, and the Dungeness crab are three of the most popular types that people consume.

Crabs may live in shallow waters along the shores or in the deep waters of the ocean. Their homes are
often unusual. The tiny female pea crab, for example, livesin the shell of alive oyster. Hermit crabs
live in empty seashells, while fiddler crabs live in burrows on sandy beaches. The pine crab makes its
home in water that collects in bromeliad plants that grow on tropical trees.

Though their color, shapes, and sizes vary widely, most crabs are adept scavengers. They eat almost
anything edible from the seabed. While some crabs are swimmers and even have a paddle on their last
pair of legs, others run sideways on the sand and rocks of the seashore.
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Science

Name Date

Tides—A Two Part Puzzle

First unscramble the words bel ow—clues have been given to help you. Then write the words in the fill-

in puzzle.
1. mono Its gravitational pull affects tides.
2. deit The regular rise and fall of the ocean
3. pean Unusually low tides
4. rathe The moon rotates around it.
5. ragviyt Tides are caused by this pull.
6. ripgns These tides occur twice a month all year.
7.nsu ___ltéaffectstides, too.
8. diwn This creates waves.
9. geihth Distance from trough to crest
10. ntglhe Distance from crest to crest
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